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The Current Crisis 

The earth is a planet of beauty and abundance; the earth system is wonderfully intricate and incredibly 

complex. But today living creatures, and the air, soil, and water that support them, face unprecedented 

threats. Many threats are global; most stem directly from human activity. Our current practices may so 

alter the living world that it will be unable to sustain life in the manner we know.  

Twin problems--excessive consumption by industrialized nations, and relentless growth of human 

population worldwide--jeopardize efforts to achieve a sustainable future. These problems spring from 

and intensify social injustices. Global population growth, for example, relates to the lack of access by 

women to family planning and health care, quality education, fulfilling employment, and equal rights. 

Processes of environmental degradation feed on one another. Decisions affecting an immediate locale 

often affect the entire planet. The resulting damages to environmental systems are frightening:  

 depletion of non-renewable resources, especially oil;  

 loss of the variety of life through rapid destruction of habitats;  

 erosion of topsoil through unsustainable agriculture and forestry practices;  

 pollution of air by toxic emissions from industries and vehicles, and pollution of water by 

wastes;  

 increasing volumes of wastes; and  

 prevalence of acid rain, which damages forests, lakes, and streams.  

Even more widespread and serious, according to the preponderance of evidence from scientists 

worldwide, are:  

 the depletion of the protective ozone layer, resulting from the use of volatile compounds 

containing chlorine and bromine; and  

 dangerous global warming, caused by the buildup of greenhouse gases, especially carbon 

dioxide.  

The idea of the earth as a boundless warehouse has proven both false and dangerous. Damage to the 

environment eventually will affect most people through increased conflict over scarce resources, decline 

in food security, and greater vulnerability to disease. 

IV. The Call to Justice 

Caring, serving, keeping, loving, and living by wisdom--these translate into justice in political, 

economic, social, and environmental relationships. Justice in these relationships means honoring the 

integrity of creation, and striving for fairness within the human family. 

It is in hope of God's promised fulfillment that we hear the call to justice; it is in hope that we take 

action. When we act interdependently and in solidarity with creation, we do justice. We serve and keep 

the earth, trusting its bounty can be sufficient for all, and sustainable. 

Edited and taken from: http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Environment.aspx 
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