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Summary of Southern Baptist Statement on the Environment and Creation Care

Preamble: Southern Baptists have always been a confessional people, giving testimony to our beliefs,
which are based upon the doctrines found in God’s inerrant word—the Holy Bible. We believe our
denomination’s current engagement with the issue has been too timid; the time for timidity regarding God’s
creation is no more. Therefore, we offer these four statements for consideration, beginning with our fellow
Southern Baptists and urge others to follow by taking appropriate action.

1. Humans Must Care for Creation and Take Responsibility for Our Contributions to Environmental
Degradation.

There is undeniable evidence that the earth—wildlife, water, land and air—can be damaged by human
activity and that people suffer as a result. God’s command to tend and keep the earth (Genesis 2) did not pass
away with the fall of man; we are still responsible. Lack of concern and failure to act prudently on the part of
Christ-followers reflects poorly to the rest of the world. Therefore, we humbly take responsibility for the
damage that we have done to God’s cosmic revelation and pledge to take an unwavering stand to preserve and
protect the creation over which we have been given responsibility by Almighty God Himself.

2. It Is Prudent to Address Global Climate Change.

Though the claims of science are neither infallible nor unanimous, they are substantial and cannot be
dismissed out of hand on either scientific or theological grounds. Therefore, in the face of intense concern and
guided by the biblical principle of creation stewardship, we resolve to engage this issue without any further
lingering over the basic reality of the problem or our responsibility to address it. Humans must be proactive and
take responsibility for our contributions to climate change—however great or small.

3. Christian Moral Convictions and Our Southern Baptist Doctrines Demand Our Environmental
Stewardship.

Love of God, love of neighbor and Scripture’s stewardship demands provide enough reason for
Southern Baptists and Christians everywhere to respond to these problems with moral passion and concrete
action.

4. 1t Is Time for Individuals, Churches, Communities and Governments to Act.

We realize that simply affirming our God-given responsibility to care for the earth will likely produce no
tangible or effective results. Therefore, we pledge to find ways to curb ecological degradation through
promoting biblical stewardship habits and increasing awareness in our homes, businesses where we find
influence, relationships with others and in our local churches. Many of our churches do not actively preach,
promote or practice biblical creation care. We urge churches to begin doing so.

Conclusion
We the undersigned, in accordance with our Christian moral convictions and Southern Baptist doctrines, pledge
to act on the basis of the claims made in this document. We will not only teach the truths communicated here
but also seek ways to implement the actions that follow from them. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we
urge all who read this declaration to join us in this effort. Laus Deo!

For the full Declaration, see: http://www.baptistcreationcare.org/node/1
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